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With nearly $3 billion in construction
taking place in the city’s urban core, Kansas City is

REDEFINING DOWNTOWN

By Lindsey Walker

mid a $5 billion develop-

ment boom in the Kansas

City region, downtown
Kansas City, Missouri, is currently
undergoing a multi-billion dollar
renaissance that will not only alter
its skyline, but its image as well.
Thanks to the pioneering vision of
Mayor Kay Barnes and City Manag-
er Wayne Cauthen, by 2007, Kansas
City's urban core will have received
a dramatic facelift — both aestheti-
cally and economically.

“My vision has been to rebuild
and revitalize downtown to make it
an exciting, interesting place that
will attract businesses, metropoli-
tan area residents and tourists for
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various activities,”
says.

From contemporary housing to
innovative entertainment venues to
Class A office spaces, the new and
improved downtown Kansas City
will offer residents and visitors a
taste of world-class living in the
heart of the Midwest.

Probably the most anticipated
new project is Baltimore-based The
Cordish Company’s Kansas City
Live! Entertainment District. Cover-
ing nine blocks in the center of
downtown, Kansas City Live! will
be centered around 14th Street to the
east and west and Main Street to the
north and south, in between the new

Mayor Barnes

Sprint Center arena and the expand-
ed convention center. The $850 mil-
lion mixed-use development — one
of the largest in the Midwest — will
feature 1.2 million square feet of
office space, 450,000 square feet of
retail and entertainment space, 1,200
multifamily units and 7,200 parking
spaces. A 200-room Hilton hotel will
also be a part of the development.
“Kansas City has one of the most
dynamic markets of its size in the
US. and is dramatically under-
served in the retail/entertainment
genre,” says Blake Cordish, vice
president of The Cordish Company.
“The District will fulfill a tremen-
dous market demand for a down-




town  entertain-
ment and residen-
tial district. The
city enjoys a metro-
politan population
of 1.8 million and is
the regional enter-
tainment destina-
tion for more than 8
million people in
the  surrounding
six-state area.
Frankly, it is a mar-
ket anomaly that
this type of district
does not presently
exist in the city.”

Cordish credits the city’s leaders
for the realization of his company’s
project and the numerous other
projects planned for downtown
Kansas City.

“This development is an incredi-
ble example of how meaningful and
powerful public-private partner-
ships can be in redefining a commu-
nity,” he says. “It would not have

Baltimore-based The Cordish Company is developing Kansas City Live!,
an $850 million entertainment district in the heart of downtown Kansas City.

been possible without uniquely
sophisticated, visionary and deter-
mined public officials.”

The development, which was
designed by Beyer, Blinder & Belle,
360 Architecture and Selbert
Perkins, is set for completion in the
fall of 2006 or the spring of 2007.

Playing an integral role in the
Kansas City Live! development is

the 17-story H&R
Block Center, which
will house H&R
Block’s worldwide
headquarters. The
525,000-square-foot
building was devel-
oped based on the
needs of the compa-
ny’s associates, its
business and the
community — mak-
ing it a unique
addition to the Dis-
trict.

“We  surveyed
our associates to
understand their preferences for the
headquarters location, building
design and structure, workspace
needs and surrounding amenities,
and we used that information in
making our decision to build down-
town,” says Linda McDougall, vice
president of corporate communica-
tions for H&R Block. “Our building
will be in the heart of the entertain-
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6530 Winner Road, Kansas City, MO

195,000 SF manufacturing/distribution facility containing 6,000 SF
office. 17 truck docks, 1 drive-in door, heavy power. For Sale

6201 Stilwell, Kansas City, MO

113,250 SF distribution/manufacturing facility, 6,000 SF offices,
45 cross docks, 32 ft. ceilings, ESFR sprinklers. For Lease
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16900 W. 118th Terr., Olathe, KS

61,128 SF office/tech center for competitive sublease, 4:1 parking,
landscaped, flexible floor plan. For Lease

11800 W. 85th Street, Lenexa, KS
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10 dacks, remodeled and updated. For Lease
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ment district, meaning our associ-
ates will be just steps away from
shops, restaurants, clubs and the
new state-of-the-art Sprint Center.
Downtown is going to be a very
exciting place to work, live and
play.”

The center’s design also makes it
stand apart from the rest of the
buildings in downtown Kansas City.

“The building’s shape itself is
unique in that it’s elliptical with a
glass curtain wall,” McDougall says.
“A two-story glass lobby will con-
nect the 17-story structure to the
three-story structure, which will
contain the [Kansas City Repertory]
Theatre and training facilities. The
lobby will contain a 20-foot tall nat-
ural stone water wall surrounded by
a seating area with bamboo flooring,
and the building’s exterior will
include more than 80,000 square feet
of natural stone in various colors
and textures.”

The $138 million project, which is

being built by Kansas City-based
J.E.- Dunn Construction and was
designed by 360 Architecture, pro-
vided H&R Block with a way to
both consolidate its Kansas City
operations under one roof and to

“We have a
long-term commitment
to Kansas City —
to both the community
and the city’s economic
development.”

Linda McDougall, H&R Block

give back to the community.

“We have a long-term commit-
ment to Kansas City — to both the
community and the city’s economic
development,” McDougall says.

are currently available.
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On-call delivery to your door.

With a rail spur to your door and daily on-call switch
engine service, “just-in-time delivery” has a whole
new meaning. When selecting your commercial or
industrial site choose the Kansas City area’s premier
multimodal business park, New Century AirCenter.

Benefit from New Century’'s competitive business
costs, prime location along Interstate 35, an airport
capable of handling everything from large cargo
carriers to executive jets, and of course, the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway mainline.
Large blocks of rail-served land with infrastructure

lkc) "
thinknewcenturyaircenter

Contact us at (913) 782-5338
www.newcenturyaircenter.com

“Kansas City is our home. With
H&R Block choosing to move its
headquarters to the South Loop dis-
trict and The Cordish Company
developing the entertainment dis-
trict, the city was able to gain
momentum for other projects.”

One such project is the Sprint Cen-
ter arena, which will be located
adjacent to Kansas City Live! and
the H&R Block Center at the inter-
section of 13th and Grand streets.
The 650,000-square-foot multi-
purpose entertainment facility will
feature a seating capacity of 18,500
for major sporting events and more
than 20,000 for centerstage concerts.
The center also will be the new
home to the National Association of
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame.

“Kansas City is steeped in sports
tradition and is a major metropoli-
tan city in America’s heartland,”
says Tim Romani, president of
ICON Venue Group, which is the
developer representative for AEG,

CAREFREE INDUSTRIAL PARK

KANSAS CITY'’S PREMIER
SUBSURFACE BUSINESS PARK "

* 13,800 S.F. to 490,000 S.F.

* Average 50% Savings on Utilities

» Average 35% Savings on Lease Rates
* Flexible Lease Terms

o
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the center’s developer. “Kansas City
does not currently have a major
downtown arena and is also fertile
ground for unprecendented down-
town revitalization given the lack of
development during the years.
What Kansas City does have is a
growing and vibrant population
with a passion for sports and enter-
tainment. With partmers AEG and
The Cordish Company, Kansas City
will experience a downtown renais-
sance and become a destination for
the entire region.”

Projects such as the And with AEG at the helm, Sprint
expansion of Bartle ~ Center also is being developed as a
Hall (above) and civic icon and amenity for the com-

construction of Sprint  munity, according to Romani.
Center (left) are “AEG is the elite live sports and
revitalizing downtown o yortainment company in  the

Kansas City. Bartle . :

Hall will complete worlc.i and is uruquely capable of
retiovations in 2007, creating and managing a truly
The Sprint Centeris ~ World-class arena,” Romani says.
set for completionin ~ “AEG will make Sprint Center one

April 2007. of the nation’s most recognized and
utilized venues.”
Currently in design stages, the

LAND AUCTION

| MOONLIGHT BUSINESS CENTER III
1.03 - 6. 10+/- ACRE TRACTS in GARDNER, KS

Tuesday, March 29th 2005 10:00 am CST
Auction to be held at:
800 South Creekside Dr. Gardner, Kansas
Preview: Sunday March 13th 12:00-3:00pm CST

* 9 Prime Finished Business, Office And Industrial Tracts Ready For Immediate Construction
¢ 19.95 +/- Total Acres Zoned Light Industrial

e Easy Access & Great Visibility From I-35

¢ Ideal location For Your Business: Warehouse, Office, Distribution, Manufacturing

A Fantastic Opportunity To Buy Property In One Of The Fastest azlnne ‘s ozluctions, LLC

GI'OUJEﬂg Johnson County Suburbs. 913-642-9036
Contact the Auction Firm and Go To Our Website For a Bidder Anne Smith, President
Information Pacleet Cade Smith, Shane Smith
www.annesauctions.com Assisting Auctioneers: Bret Smith and Jerry Wallace

Independent Real Estate

The mlunnalwn within has been obtained from sources believed reliable. While we do not doubt its accuracy, we have not verified it and make no warranty, or representation about it
It is your responsibility to independently confirm its y and compl Any p ions, opinions, assumptions or estimales used are for example only and do not represent the current or
future performance of the property. The value of this fransaction to you depends on tax and other factors which should be evaluated by your tax, financial and legal advisors.
You and your advisors should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property to determine to your salisfaction the suitability of the property for your needs.

That Contains Property Information and
Complete Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. L______
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$250 million project is expected to
be complete in April 2007. Down-
town Arena Design Team, a consor-
tium involving Kansas City-based
HOK Sport+Venue+Event, Ellerbe
Becket, 360 Architecture and
Raphael Architects, is the center’s
designer. M.A. Mortenson Compa-
ny is serving as general contractor.

On the other side of the Kansas
City Live! Entertainment District
from Sprint Center is the Kansas
City Convention Center, which is
currently undergoing the second
and final phase of a $135 million
improvement project. The first
phase, which was completed last
December, included the $22 million
renovation of meeting and pre-
function rooms. The second phase
features the addition of a 46,450-
square-foot ballroom over Inter-
state 670. Groundbreaking for the
ballroom expansion is set for this
summer, with completion expected
in 2007.

Featuring natural daylight from

MOONLIGHT BUSINESS CENTER Il
OPENS IN GARDNER

ocated just 5 miles south of Olathe, Kansas, the new Moonlight Business
enter I11 is raising the bar on business park development in Gardner, one
of the fastest growing cities in Johnson County.

With 11 lots ranging in size from 1.05 acres to 2.34 acres — except for one 6.10-
acre lot — the light industrial-zoned park, which features Interstate 35 visibility,
is fully developed with paved streets, curbs, water, sewer and required utilities.

“All buildings must meet established standards for appearance, utility and
quality of construction,” says Stan Stanton, managing member of Moonlight
Properties, the park’s owner/developer.

Moonlight offers its tenants a prime location with impressive demographics.
Within 2 miles of the park, a new Wal-Mart Supercenter-anchored shopping
center and several new restaurants are under construction. Gardner boasts a
median income of $55,955 and a pop-
ulation of 14,791 within a 5-mile
radius. The employment base is 7,242
and Gardner has a 77.5 percent labor
force participation rate (see chart).

“There are very few comparable,
fully developed industrial-zoned lots
in the Johnson County area offering
similar size, price, location and inter-
state visibility,” Stanton says.

— Lindsey Walker
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EXPIENIENCIE JURIERING

Liberty, Missouri is a community where you have the freedom to live, work, and play. We're

currently experiencing the greatest level of commercial and residential growth in our 175-year
history, with a wide variety of new development opportunities such as those in the Liberty
Triangle and the South Liberty Parkway Corridor. Families choose to live here because of the
quality-of-life: extensive parks and trails, vibrant neighborhoods, beautiful homes, easy access
to highways, the airport and downtown Kansas City, and one of the best public school systems
in the area. Our business community has long known that these are the kinds of amenities that
attract and keep the best employees. Experience Liberty...freedom to thrive, grow, and prosper.

, confact the
i Office, Phone: 816-792-6125
Em&modm;"m * wourw.ciliberty.mo.us

A Liberly Area Chomber of Commerce Imifitive

For more information, contact the
Partnership for Community Growth
Phone: 816-407-9242
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The previous pages were reprinted with permission from
Heartland Real Estate Business and the
Kansas City Area Development Council.

For a full copy of
“Redefining Downtown Kansas City: A Special Supplement to
Heartland Real Estate Business, ”please send an email to
info@iconvenue.com




